Manuscript Manager™, CBE Style by Kelleher, Mittie E.
94 SOFTWARE REVIEWS
"SMELL THE ROSES" (upper-case letters are the program's). The program thought
I didn't smell the roses because I was leading too hectic a life. Although busy, I do
nonetheless take time for such things, but I answered "No" to that question because of
rather severe allergies! Nevertheless, as a patient who had just spent a considerable
amount of time entering the data, I was pleased the program remembered everything
and wrote it out so my doctor wouldn't miss a thing. I liked the program's concern for
mywelfare with its prevention recommendations. I was beginning to feel it was human,
at least until the "ROSES" episode.
Then I entered fictitious data regarding a 47-year-old, obese, widowed, factory
worker with high blood lipids, chest discomfort, and a family history rampant with
cardiovascular disease. The program picked up on the cardiovascular disease, but its
recommendations were generally no stronger than they were for me, even though I
have a good cardiovascular history. That fact bothered me, partly because it
introduced the suspicion that the machine was not human after all and was only
throwing out suggestions as a reflex. The severity was considered, however, when
calculating the probable lifespan: although the patient was younger than I, he could
only expect to live to age 69. Given the history I entered, however, I rather doubt the
patient would have survived another 22 years.
Although this program will probably not be considered state-of-the-art after a few
years, it is an excellent, user-friendly, and reasonably priced adjunct to medical care
that could profitably be used by physicians to make sure important data are not missed
and to ensure reasonable recommendations of a preventive nature. Moreover, some-
thing else that is essential with software is very well provided; ifyou have problems, the
program's developer is accessible by telephone, and he is friendly and helpful. If you
want what this program offers, I doubt you could find more for the money.
JAMES F. JEKEL
Department ofEpidemiology andPublic Health
Yale University School ofMedicine
MANUSCRIPT MANAGER,@ CBE STYLE. By Barney Stone, Maurizio Barbatano,
Amiran Elwork, Terry B. Gutkin, and Phyllis Hall. Elmsford, NY, Pergamon Press
Inc., 1986. For Apple Ile or lIc, 128K. One 51/4 disk and 286-page manual. $195.00.
Manuscript Manager is a word processor program which automatically formats
according to the stylistic rules contained in the fifth edition of the Council ofBiology
Editors (CBE) Style Manual. It is designed fortheApple IleortheApple Ilcwith two
disk drives. It also works with one-disk-drive systems, but a fair amount of disk
swapping is involved. Manuscript Manager requires either 128K memory or an
extended 80-column card, and it works with almost any Apple II compatible printer. It
may be used for general word processing, but it is ideal for manuscripts requiring the
CBE editorial style.
Manuscript Manager should certainly rank on the market as one of the simplest
programs to use. The program comes with a reference manual which allows the user
quickly to locate instructions for using any desired feature. The manual contains a set
of four lessons designed to familiarize the user with all of the program's functions.
Although the manual is very thorough and easy to use, it is unnecessary because the
program has 70 built-in tutor screens to which the user may refer simply by pressing a
key. The tutors lead the user step by step through any operation he or she may
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Many handy features are included in this word processor program. The program
works off a menu displayed at the bottom of the screen, alleviating the need to
memorize commands; on-screen printer and formatting commands are embedded in
the body of the text. In addition, the program includes automatic "widow" and
"orphan" protection, and it also comes with a print off/on option which enables the
user to write notes to himself or to add or delete sections which may selectively be
included in the printout; it can also link files, which is a convenient feature for long
documents. Manuscript Manager includes ProDOS® as well as a complete set of file
utilities for formatting, renaming, and moving files. For printing, there is a choice of
draft or letter quality, and the program encompasses a full gamut oftype faces.
While the features mentioned are quite useful and, in some instances, novel, its
automatic CBE style formatting is what makes Manuscript Manager unique. Foot-
notes, citations, title pages, tables, figures, equations, abstract and keywords, heading,
and acknowledgements all appear in the correct format with a minimal effort on the
part of the user. Manuscript Manager makes citing references a joy. The references
may be entered where they are first cited in the text; they will then be automatically
numbered and appear at the end of the manuscript in the correct form. The program
prompts the user for the necessary information step by step, with separate formats for
journals, books, and so on. After typing a document, the user may request a scanner
report, which will alert him or her to any problems in CBE formatting in the text. The
user may elect to format or not to format any part ofthe CBE style menu.
Manuscript Manager is the program ofchoice forprofessional manuscript presenta-
tion requiring the CBE editorial style. As a general word processor program it is not
exceptional, but anyone needing to present a document in CBE style should find it a
delight to use.
MITTIE E. KELLEHER
MedicalStudent
Yale University School ofMedicine
THE IMMUNIZATION ALERT®. International Health Database. Storrs, CT, Immuniza-
tion Alert, 1987. For IBM and compatibles. $300 per year.
Immunization Alert (IA) is a comprehensive monthly (or weekly-for a premium
price) software database to provide accurate and extremely up-to-date health advice
for travellers to other countries. It focuses on infectious diseases only, which means
that if you travel to Lebanon or Afghanistan your risk of being injured or killed from
bullets or bombs may be much greater than from disease, but you will only be warned
about the disease. It provides current immunization requirements both for promoting
good health and to make sure your patient will not suddenly find she or he has travelled
to a far country only to be turned back by their immigration office for lack of a
necessary vaccination certificate (especially against yellow fever).
Using a comprehensive list, you enter the number(s) of the country or countries to
which your patient will be travelling and then proceed to examine, ifyou choose screen
format, the various risks and recommended and required immunizations. For example,
IA begins with cholera and may say that thereis noriskofcholera (or that there is, but
only in the rural areas). If cholera is endemic in the country, you will be warned that
the vaccine is imperfect and your best bet is to avoid questionable water. The program
then proceeds to yellowfever. This datum is important, because the surest way to be
kept from entering a country, other than lacking a passport or visa, is to lack a yellow